
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

Application No, 13095 of The American IJniversity , pursuant 
t o  Sub-section 8207.2 of the  Zoning Regulat ions,  f o r  a 
s p e c i a l  exception under Paragraph 3101.46 f o r  f u r t h e r  pro- 
cess ing  under a campus p lan  t o  cons t ruc t  a s a t e l l i t e  e a r t h  
terminal  on t h e  campus i n  an R-5-A D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  premises 
Massachusetts and Nebraska Avenues, N , W , ,  (Square 1600, 
Lot 810). 

HEARING DATE: November 28, 1979 
DECISION DATEl December 5 ,  1979 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The property i s  loca ted  i n  an R-5-A D i s t r i c t  on 
t h e  campus of The American Universi ty ,  loca ted  a t  Massachu- 
s e t t s  and Nebraska Avenues, N , W .  The subjec t  s i t e  i s  loca ted  
near  t h e  western s i d e  of t h e  campus adjacent  t o  t h e  
Communications Center. 

2, The app l i can t  r eques t s  permission t o  modify t h e  
approved campus Master Plan so a s  t o  a f f e c t  t h e  shape and 
placement of pro jec ted  Building E and t o  provide f o r  t h e  
cons t ruc t ion  of a receive-only s a t e l l i t e  e a r t h  te rminal ,  
The Corporation f o r  Publ ic  Broadcastinghas agreed t o  f u r n i s h  
and i n s t a l l  on the  sub jec t  campus, a s a t e l l i t e  ground terminal 
f o r  use  by the  University ' s educat ional  r a d i o  broadcast  
s t a t i o n  WAKU-FM. The proposed f a c i l i t y  i s  designed t o  s i g n i -  
f i c a n t l y  b e n e f i t  t he  Univers i ty ' s  educat ional  r a d i o  broadcast  
s t a t i o n  and i t s  l i s t e n i n g  audiences by increas ing  program 
choices and providing a higher  q u a l i t y  of audio se rv ice .  The 
s i t e  loca t ion  f o r  t h e  proposed f a c i l i t y  i s  designated by a 
def ined s a t e l l i t e  geo-s ta t ionary  o r b i t .  A s  a r e s u l t  of t h i s  
f a c t o r  and t h e  design of the  e a r t h  terminal  i t  i s  necessary 
t o  cons t ruc t  t h e  f a c i l i t y  i n  a loca t ion  c u r r e n t l y  designated 
f o r  cons t ruc t ion  of an add i t ion  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  Communications 
Center pursuant t o  t h e  approved campus Master P lan ,  

3 .  The American Universi ty  was es t ab l i shed  by a Specia l  
Act of t h e  Congress of t h e  United S t a t e s  approved February 24, 
1893, It i s  an acc red i t ed  Universi ty  and authorized t o  confer 
degrees,  and q u a l i f i e s  a s  a IJniversity under t h e  Zoning 
Regulations.  
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4. The Board approved a  campus plan f o r  The American 
Universi ty  pursuant t o  BZA Order No. 11646, dated September 3 ,  
1974. 

5. The sub jec t  s a t e l l i t e  e a r t h  terminal  o r  antenna w i l l  
c o n s i s t  of 4 .5  meter diameter parobol ic  d i s h  approximately 
f i f t e e n  f e e t  i n  he ight  mounted on a  manually ad jus tab le  sup- 
por t ing  s t r u c t u r e ,  The he ight  of t h e  terminal  above t h e  base 
of the s t r u c t u r e  w i l l  no t  be over twenty-five f e e t ,  The s i t e  
f o r  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  i s  approximately t h i r t y  by t h i r t y  f e e t ,  
The s i t e  which w i l l  be surrounded by a  seven f o o t  high chain 
l i n k  fence i s  loca ted  adjacent  t o  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ' s  e x i s t i n g  
r a d i o  and t e l e v i s i o n  bui ld ing  and r a d i o  tower, To t h e  e a s t  
of the proposed terminal  t h e r e  a r e  t r e e s  o r  f o l i a g e ,  There 
a r e  no dormitor ies  o r  l i v i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  a rea  of t h e  
proposed te rminal ,  

6. Phase I1 of t h e  Campus Master Plan p ro jec ted  t h e  
cons t ruc t ion  of an a d d i t i o n  t o  the  e x i s t i n g  Communications 
Center. This expanded s t r u c t u r e  w i l l  accommodate the  Uni- 
v e r s i t y ' s  r a d i o  s t a t i o n s  and a l l  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  and o f f i c e  
f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  academic programs of t h e  Communications 
Department, The capaci ty  of t h i s  cen te r  w i l l  be approximately 
500 persons,  i n  a  bui ld ing  approximately 125 f t ,  by 125 f t ,  
with an a r e a  of 50,000 square f e e t ,  The proposed modif icat ion 
a s  t o  t h e  shape and placement of t h e  cen te r  w i l l  no t  measurably 
a l t e r  t h e  Campus Master Plan.  

7 ,  The app l i can t  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  proposed terminal  
w i l l  have no impact on t h e  proposed add i t ion  t o  t h e  Communi- 
c a t i o n s  Center,  

8. The loca t ion  of the  s a t e l l i t e  e a r t h  terminal  i s  wi th in  
t h e  campus boundaries of The American Univers i ty ,  

9. There w i l l  be no increase  i n  t h e  number of s tuden t s ,  
f a c u l t y  o r  academic s t a f f  a s  t h e  r e s u l t  of t h e  proposed use ,  

10.  The proposed f a c i l i t y  i s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  removed from 
any nearby res idences .  There w i l l  be no no i se  t h a t  w i l l  a f f e c t  
r e s i d e n t s .  

11, The proposed f a c i l i t y  does no t  emit any r a d i o  s i g n a l  
and w i l l  no t  i n t e r f e r e  with t h e  t e l e v i s i o n  and r a d i o  recept ion  
of nearby r e s i d e n t s ,  
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12. As requi red  under Paragraph 3101.46 t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  
was r e f e r r e d  t o  the Off ice of Planning and Development and 
the  Department of Transportat ion.  

13. By r e p o r t  dated November 19 ,  1979, t h e  OPD recom- 
mended t h a t  t h e  app l i ca t ion  be approved, The OPD noted t h a t  
t h e  redes ign  of Building B (Communications Center) t o  make 
room f o r  the proposed terminal  r ep resen t s  a minimal devia t ion  
which w i l l  no t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a l t e r  t h e  charac ter  of the  approved 
Master Plan nor c r e a t e  any objec t ionable  impacts on t h e  
neighboring p r o p e r t i e s ,  The app l i can t  has informed t h e  s t a f f  
t h a t  t h e  terminal  opera tes  n o i s e l e s s l y ,  and t h a t  i t s  i n s t a l l a -  
t i o n  w i l l  n o t  inc rease  the  u n i v e r s i t y ' s  s tudent  enrollment,  
e f f e c t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  t r a f f i c  s i t u a t i o n ,  o r  i n  any way adversely 
e f f e c t  t h e  use  of neighboring p r o p e r t i e s ,  The Board so f i n d s ,  

14,  No r e p o r t  was rece ived  from the Department of Trans- 
p o r t a t i o n .  

15.  ANC-3D, by l e t t e r  of November 21, 1979, repor ted  as  
fol lows:  

'"This i s  t o  inform you t h a t  ANC 3?D voted 
a t  i t s  r e g u l a r  mee t i~ .g  November 15 t o  support  
t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of American Universi ty  f o r  an 
amendment t o  i t s  campus p lan  t o  cons t ruc t  a 
s a t e l l i t e  e a r t h  terminal  ad jacent  t o  t h e  Com- 
munications Building on campus, i f  t h e  f i n a l  p lans  
f o r  t h e  terminal  and Communications Building con- 
form t o  those described by t h e  Universi ty  spokes- 
men and a t to rneys  a t  a meeting of the  Spring Valley 
--Wesley Heights C i t i zens  Associat ion nn November 14 ,  
That i s ,  t h e  s a t e l l i t e  communications "disc" w i l l  
be loca ted  a t  t h e  f o o t  of t h e  present  TV/radio 
tower on campus, no more than 15 f e e t  i n  he ight  and 
20 some f e e t  i n  diameter,  only rece iv ing  (not 
t r ansmi t t ing)  microwaves, no h e a l t h  o r  s a f e t y  
hazard t o  anyone, and no t  v i s i b l e  t o  neighboring 
res idences ,  A.ccordingly , t h e  proposed add i t ion  t o  
the  Communications Building on t h e  campus p lan  
would be re loca ted  on the  o the r  s i d e  of t h e  s t r u c -  
t u r e ,  causing no ill e f f e c t s  (parking, e t c , )  

If any of t h e  above condi t ions  should n o t  be 
met i n  t h e  Univers i ty ' s  f i n a l  p lans ,  then  ANC 3-D 
would oppose t h e  changes proposed, 

The Board concurs wi th  the  p o s i t i o n  of the  ANC, 
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1 6 .  The Spr ing  Valley--Wesley He igh t s  C i t i z e n s  
A s s o c i a t i o n  by l e t t e r  o f  November 1 1 ,  1979 r e p o r t e d  t h a t  i t  
v o t e d  unanimously t o  suppo r t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  under-  
s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  d ish-shaped an tenna  i s  f o r  r e c e i v e - o n l y  
s i g n a l s .  

17 .  There was no o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

CONCLUSIONS OF L A W  

Based on t h e  r e c o r d ,  t h e  Board concludes  t h a t  t h e  
a p p l i c a n t  h a s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  complied w i t h  t h e  r equ i r emen t s  
of  Paragraph  3101.46 o f  t h e  Zoning Regu l a t i ons  i n  t h a t  t h e  
vrovosed u s e  i s  so  l o c a t e d  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  become 
L L 

o b j e c t i o n a b l e  t o  ne ighbor ing  p r o p e r t y  because  02 n o i s e ,  
t r a f f i c ,  number of s t u d e n t s  o r  o t h e r  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  
The Board f u r t h e r  concludes  t h a t  t h e  proposed e a r t h  t e r m i n a l  
i s  n o t  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  approved campus p l a n .  The Board 
n o t e s  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  compl ies  w i t h  a l l  o f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  
s p e c i f i e d  by t h e  Advisory Neighborhood Commission, and t h e  
Board concludes  t h a t  i t  h a s  accorded t o  t h e  ANC t h e  "g r ea t  
weight"  t o  which i t  i s  e n t i t l e d .  Accord ing ly ,  i t  i s  ORDERED 
t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  GRANTED, 

VOTE: 5-0 (William F ,  McIntosh,  Char les  R .  N o r r i s ,  Connie 
Fo r tune ,  Walter B .  Lewis and Leonard L ,  McCants 
t o  g r a n t ) .  

BY ORDER OF THE D, C .  BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: \  
STEVEN E . SHER 
~ x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

UNDER SUB-SECTION C204.3 OF THE Z ONING REGULATIONS "NO DECISION 
OR ORDER OF THE BOARI? SHALTd TAKE EFFECT UNTIL TEN DAYS AFTER 
EAVINC, BECOME FINAL PURSUANT TO THE SUPPLFMENTAL RULES OF PRACTICE 
AND PROCEDURE BEFORE THF BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT," 

THIS ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS AFTER 
THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDER, UNLESS WITHIN SUCH PERIOD AN 
APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING PERMIT OR CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY 
I S  FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF LICENSES, INVESTIGATIOFS, AND 
INSPECTIONS, 


